The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


Annual Report of the 
Wisconsin State Agricultural Society 


reformatted from the original and including, 


Annual report of the Wisconsin State Agricultural Society for 
the year ... (1855); 


Annual report of the State Agricultural Society of the State of 
Wisconsin for the year ... (1856); 


Annual report of the Executive Committee of the Wisconsin 
State Agricultural Society for the year ... (1857); and, 


Report of the Executive Committee of the Wisconsin State 
Agricultural Society for the year ... (1858- ) 


LLMC: 01-337t 


AN 


€ 


she se > 


ee REPORT. 


é 


ee 


To Hrs Exdvixencr, Coris Bastitosn, = 
Governor of the State of Wisconsin : 


Sie -In compliance. with the requirement of law, the Execn- 
tive Committee of the State Agricultural Society, would eee 
fally 

REPORT: f 

That during the past year the Society has been rano 
in discharging the various duties devolving upon it, 

As a whole, the year of 1£56 caynot be pronounced an unpros- 

_perous one, agriculturally, for the State; although in some respects 
decidedly unfavorable. In many districts, the earlier part of the 
season was exceedingly dry, and, taken in connection with the 
common custom, amang many of our farmers, of plowing very 
shallow, and often omitting even to plow at all, in putting in 
wheat, eventuated in materially diminishing that important crop. 
The breadth of land sowed to wheat in the State, was undoubtedly 
sufficient, if the tillage had been deep, and appropriate to a dry 
season, to have produced a crop of fifteen millions (15,000,000) of 
bushels, but, sander the unfavorable circumstances before mention- — 
ed, it probably did not exceed ten millions, 

The other cereal, and also, the root and vegetable crops, were 
a good deal diminished, by the same combination of causes. The 
society will probably offer increased premiums hereafter, on farm 
aud field crops, with the hope of indneing improvement in. tbese 
important fundamental matters. We are of the opinion, that a 
proper awakening on this su bject, would add millions annually to 
the value of our agricultural product, 
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i The Society has obtained from the Patent Office, and other soure- 

i es, during the year, considerable quantities of rare and valuable 
seeds, and the most ample pains have been taken to distribute them 
into the hands of good cultivators, throughout the State. Owing 
to the dryness of the season, as much sudcess was not attained in 
their cultivation, as might otherwise have been; still numbers re 
port very favorakly, especially.on somo new varities of turnip, and 
other vegetables. What has already been done in this direction, 
shows eonelisivaly. that the distribution of seeds. will -becomeia 

, prcminent feature of usefulness with the Society, 

In view of this fat, wo have considerably: enlarged our basis 
of action in ‘this respect; tha present year, by” arranging LO invest 
several hnhdied dollars, în various useful seeds, cuttin gs Ee., for 

j a sill more extensive distribution. We are the more prompted 
to this course from an incréased consciousness of the great impor- 
S3 ‘tancd of such -enrly dnd wide distribution, in a new State, of all 
these lemental-germs of the right kinds, not only for field cr opa, 
but for tke ardwth of forests upon our open, timberless lends, and 
grasses of more approved and valuable kinds upon’ oar wide Ox. 
panse of high And Jot lands. beh, Sa IEE 

; Itis confidently belicved that: the- judictous distribution of a 
‘few hundred dollars antiually in this “way will speedily” ‘Add as 
-miny thousands to ‘the aggregato and individual Wealth of the 
Stale. “As an fifnstration, let us suppose our wheat crop imiproved 
‘ ten per cent, in quantity~ ‘and value by the introductio of better 
and more productive: seed. The immediate résult is 3 the “addition 

of millions‘to our productive: wealth, * "7 5 UU 
The Sixth- Annual’ Fair of ‘the Society was held of the Gala 
Spring Race Conrse, near the city of Milwaukee, on the ‘Sth, Oth, 
and 10th days-of October. Everything äs done, on the Part o of 
the officers ‘of the Society, ‘that could well be, under the eireutt- 
stances, to render the oxhibition ond of interest” and tisefulness to 
‘the great producing classts of the State; ‘and, as was, “confidently 
expected; the. entries of animals and ‘artieles Was larger, as well i às 
the attendanco ofthe petple much larger tlian éver pefore, from 
; all parts of the State penetratéd by ` ‘railroads. Aot proba bly less 
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“than 20, ogo people visited tha grouids doring tha Fair; q and while, 
in all such cases. of great popular gatherings of the masses,.there 
was, 23 must inevitably be, more or. Jess cause of dissatisfaction 
and complaint, still, the committee flatter themselves with the be 
lief that as a whole it was a a highly ereditable,display, both to the 
Btate and Society, and a school where those who attended with 
the right motives, profited more than it cost. 

It has bécome obvious beyond dispute, that these aei 
and mechanical exhibitions are, and will continue to be, tha great 
popular holidays of the people of our practical, progressive coun- 
try; hence, it becomes an important question as to, tha policy that 
their interests demand, and also what. aids-they may properly 
expect from legislators and railroad companies, : 

From the former, it is too obvious to need argument, that they 
may properly expect every aid and facility, that, will prove profit- 


able and useful to the great masses, whose interests they represent. . 


‘From the latter, ‘to wit: Railroad companies, they have a. right 
to expect every accommodation that can, in justice on the part of 
the companies, bo granted them. First, because Railroad compa: 
‘nies, in the first instance, want and constantly want, a multitude 
of favors of the people individually,.and legislatively ; and second- 
ly, because no one party, or interest in the Stai,, is more benefit- 
ted by accelerated advancement in agricultural wealth, and in- 
“ereased pr roducts, than Railroad companies, who must needs be 
the carriers of all these products to market. We say this much 
on the subject, as bearing upon the policy pursued by our Railroad 
companies last season, of charging half fare upon animals and ar- 
ticles transported to, and from the Fair ; a'poliey which, has been 
found in Ohio, and other States, to be most disastrous to all such 
agricultural gatherings, and in the end to be equally.so upon the 
companies themselves, until it has been almost,uniformly aban- 
doned. It being proved toa demonstration, that people, ordinari- 
ly, do not care enoaeh about, exhibiting their ‘articles at fairs, 
merely as a curiosity, to ‘warrant the payment of any considerable 
sum for ' freight, It has also been equally well proved, that com- 
panies adupting the liberal policy of carrying animals and articles 
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free, and people at half price, ail carrying it out to the letar, not 
only in fact, but in an accommodating spirit, have invariably made 
the most money. That our late fair was greatly diminished in 
numbers in attendance and interest, on account of the above new 
regulation cannot be doubted. Tt is confidently hoped and expec- 
ted however, by the prog’ essive friends of agriculture, that a more 
liberal ‘policy will be inaugurated for next season; one that will 
. remove all just grounds of complaint, among all parties, 

The committee wonld respectfully suggest, whether the ‘time 
has not arrived when some of the preliminary steps might proper- 
‘ly be taken for the establishing and endowing of an Agricultural 
School commensurate with the present and prospective wants of 
our nobly developing State. Is it meet that a State whose almost 
entire interest is, and ever must bé, Agriculture, should endow 
with almost unlimited funds schools of polite literature, law ‘and 
medicine, to the entire exclusion of any provision whatever for 
instruction in theoretic and practical Agriculture? Should not 
the soil, that supports everything, be in turn supported and saved 
from deterioration by an early and effectual implanting of sound, 
scientific information ,among its numerous occupants and culti- 
vators ¢ 

t strikes us that the next five years ought to develop such an 
institution in full operation, with all needful appendages for teach- 
ing in the most thorough manner, not only theoretical, but prac- 
tical Agricalture, upon scientific and abiding principles. Such an 
institution in our midst, well established and well "managed, and 
turning out its 500 or 1,000 thoroughly educated young farmers 
annually, would tell beyond calculation upon the eventual destiny 
of our State and the West. Our sister States are leading us in 
these matters. Shall we not follow them? 

Some adequate provision of law for collecting annual statistics 
of our products and progress, would probably be a source of but 
‘little expense, and would, beyond all doubt, be a source of great 
practical utility; offering as it would a constant index of our in- 
terests, and their true direction. ~ 

Some adequate provision of law. for the protection of sheep from 
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dogs and: wolves, scema especially ‘necessary, inasmuch as wool- 
growing bids fair to-become, an important interest in the State. 
The fear of damage from these-causes, undoubtedly deters many 
who otherwise would embark’ in the business, thereby proving a 
greater damage even than the actual destruction arising from their’ 
prowlings. ~*~ : 

Owing mainly to the embarrassed condition of the State treas- 
ury, last year, no application was ‘made, on the part of the Society, 
for Iegislative provisions to publish a volume of their transactions, 
notwithstanding they were already two years behind. 

The Executive Comniittee now deem it important that it should 
be no longer deferred, and would respectfully request that proper 
provisions be made for the publication of a volume, embracing the 
year of 1854-5-6 ; and that an edition sufficiently large be order- 
ed, to admit of the digtribution of at least 1,000 copies, to County 
Societies. It is believed that such an expenditure judiciously 
made, will be both creditable and uséful to the State. 

In the opinion of the Executive Committee, it will be desirable 
to offer increased, rather than diminished premiums, for the pro- 
duction of animals of superior merit; especially as no other seem 
worthy of encouragement, or propagation in this northern latitude. 
if the matter of winter keeping with us was less of an item, the 
eventual value of an animal, might perhaps be a matter of mere 
indifference; but situated as we are, it becomes no secondary 
matter, whether a horse at maturity is worth one or two hundred 
dollars; a cow $15 or $50, or a sheep $1 £0 instead*of $5 00. 
The higher priced animals can be raised at a profit, almost any- 
where, evenin Vermont. The lower priced, nowhere, when extra 
winter keeping is required. 

Let us strive, by a timely and judicious policy, to embark our 
thousands of young, rising farmers in a paying rather than a 
losing business in this department of agriculture. 

Many of the animals exhibited atthe late Fair were such as 
would do credit to any country or people. 

The display of mechanical ingenuity was ample and creditable. 
Many of the articles exhibited," of Wisconsin {manufacture, were 
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not in any respect behind the products of the best establishments 
of ihe East... These; by the: way, :are` another clage'of interesti’ 
worthy of all reaspnable patronage. and encouragéiierit—to ‘the 
end that they-may soon be able to supply our great and growing 
wants here et,our own door, and with greater economy tnan can 
ever be done from abroad, è s.t s o Et À 

The exhibition of the financial affairs of the Society hereutito 
attached, shows a gratifying increase in the receipts over any pre- 
vious year, and demonstrated conclusively, that a well-managed 
Society can be sustained among our citizens, without any doubts 
of its ability to pay its own incidental: expenses, withotit legisla-’ 
tive aid except.for;premiims. ‘Whether the aniountiiiow appro- 
priated, ig as large a-sum as it is judicious to distribute-as' premi- 
ums is a question that the executive committee are willing to leavo 
to the wisdom of the legislature. ` But any diminution of it would 
in our opinion, be.bad policy, and a retrograde step, in the aids to 
agricultural improvement and progress. 

‘All which is respectfully submitted. ` i 

By order of the Executive N of the’ Wisconsin Stato 
Agricultura! Society. . ao Ta a 
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STATEMENT OF THE FISCAL AFFAIRS OF THE WISCONSIN 
STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, FOR THE YEAR 1856. 


To Balance on hand, Dec. 31, 1855, - -> - - - $1,099 68 
From Annual and Life Members, - - ~ - - - 791 00 
State Appropriation,  - - - - - - - - 3,000 00 
Subscription of the City of Milwaukee, and use of Grounds, - 571 00 
Receipts at State Fair, independent of Membership Tickets, - 2,851 47 
Interest, = - - - - -= - -= - 66 50 
$8,379 63 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid in Premiums and Diplomas, - - - - - - $2,355 00 
For the purchase of Seeds, &c, = - - - - ‘= §00 00 
Salary of Secretary, - - - - ku nigo v$ - 1,000 00 
Office Rent and Expenses, - - - - - - =- 22198 
Express Charges, and Postage on Books, Seeds, &c., received and 
distributed, - - - - ~ - - - 51 85 
To Cost of Office Safe, - - - ~ - - - 227 50 
To divers Miscellaneous Bills of purchase and expenditure at the 
State Fair, and during the year, A - ~ - - 2,804 68 
To Estimated Amount of outstanding unpaid Premiums and 
Accounts, - - - - - - - - - 250 00 
Cash to balance Accounts, - ee <6 - - - - 968 62 
$8,379 63 
Bills and vouchers for all the above items are on file in this of 
fice, and subject to your order. . : 


GEORGE O. TIFFANY, Sec’y. 


STATE AGRICULTURAL Rooms, 
Madison, Jan. 15, 1857. 


